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Presentation Goals

● Context and Project for Asylum Seekers

● Common Challenges

● Define and distinguish between status of different newcomers

● Legal rights and responsibilities for asylum seeking households

● Legal processes for asylum seeking households

● Access to the different resources available to support asylum seeking households



Context

Since 2022, ~5 families / week are asylum seekers coming into Portland 

Being homeless for immigrant communities is not new

● Cultura lly, m igrants te nd  to support e ach othe r

Taking  on re sponsib ility are  g rassroot organizations and  m utual a id  g roups

Re fe rring  asyle e s to hom e le ss she lte rs  has be e n challe ng ing , e ve n though the y fa ll unde r the  
hom e le ssne ss de finition

Im portance  of Inte rse ctionality 



See No Strangers Project

Community driven action for housing relief for immigrant, refugees & asylee families

Government piloted at the Ramada motel for new arrivals to prevent a crisis

Families were moved from the airport to the Ramada for interim housing

From Ramada they were moved to apartment housing on fixed period leases (6 months)

New calls for permanent or stable housing solutions 

New calls for IR & A families to be part of the JOHS plans to end homelessness



Immigrant, Refugee & Asylum Seeker Challenges

From the See No Stranger project

Asylum application requires several support documents like:

Passport, I-94, identity documents and related evidence. These should be kept handy in a safe 
place

Lack of information on steps to legalize stay.

For example:

● 1 ye ar to  file  for asylum
● Whe re  to find  le gal re source s
● The  m e ans to acce ss  le gal re source s
● Syste m  navigation issue s
● Language , culture  shock, se rvice  p la tform s.



Immigrant, Refugee & Asylum Seeker Entry Point 
Misconceptions

● “We are here now. All our problems are over. This is America”
● “We arrived yesterday. We just woke up as US citizens. We are thankful!”
● “Why keep identity documents of countries we fled from?
● “Will my documents from my remote country mean anything in America?”
● “America will give me a fresh set of identity documents anytime.”
● “I don’t have to do anything. Government will take care of me.”
● “Government will assign someone to come and explain everything”



Issues of Acces s  to J us tice

Asylum seekers come from all over the world

Numerous backgrounds, cultures, languages

Important to meet people where they are

Example:

● Voice  and  Language :  Chuj-San Mate o vs. Chuj-San Se bastian.
● Em powe rm e nt: m aking  choice s inform e d  by p rofe ssionals vs. e xpe c tation to obe y authority.
● Trust: confide ntia lity and  syste m s of care  vs. com ing from  p lace s of viole nce , traum a, and  abusive  powe r.
● Effe c tive  channe ls of com m unication:  te xt m e ssag ing  and  in-pe rson m e e tings vs. e m ail and  vide o confe re ncing



definition refugee

“… any person who is outside his or her country of 
residence or nationality … and who is unable or 
unwilling to return to … that country because of 
persecution or a well -founded fear of persecution on 
account of race, religion, nationality, membership 
in a particular social group, or political opinion .” 
INA 101(a)(42).
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differences between refugees  and as ylum 
s eekers

● Refugees
○ Facilitated by the UNHCR while outside of their country of origin and 

outside the United States (typically refugee camps)
○ Obtain status outside the United States. Resettled to a particular 

community; immediately eligible for some government benefits and 
assistance 

○ Eligible to adjust status (to permanent residence) after one year in the 
United States

● Asylum seekers
○ Apply for protection once in the United States 
○ May apply defensively or affirmatively. 
○ Defensively: in a court proceeding where the government is trying to argue 

they should be deported to their home country.
○ Affirmatively: before an agency where they are interviewed by an asylum 

officer.
○ Ineligible for many government benefits and support unless and until 

asylum is granted
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other types of immigration s tatus

● Undocumented
○ Visa overstay or entered without inspection 

● Temporary statuses
○ DACA & SIJS
○ Temporary Protected Status
○ U/T visas

● Lawful Permanent Residence
○ Humanitarian, family, or employment pathways

● US Citizenship
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obtaining immigration s tatus

● Generally very challenging!
○ Humanitarian - asylum pathway is narrow; high denial rates; functionally 

unavailable if not sought w/in 1 year of entry (there are exceptions to the 1 year 
filing deadline); very long process (3 -10+ years) 

○ Temporary statuses (DACA, TPS) do not have clear pathway to permanent 
status 

○ Family -based- only available to spouses, children, siblings, parents (if USC child 
21+); expensive fees; functionally unavailable if no lawful entry to US 

● Federal government does not provide universal free legal help or representation 
● Shortage of immigration attorneys
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practical matters



If a person passes their credible 
fear interview, or if the person is 

placed immediately in removal 
proceedings, ICE will issue a 

document called a “Notice to 
Appear”(NTA) and assign their 
case to the immigration court. 

This date is set by the 
immigration judge 
hearing your case

You will have one 
year, from the 
date you entered 
the United States, 
to turn in your 
asylum 
application, unless 
the judge sets an 
earlier deadline.  

150 days after filing an 
application for asylum, 
you can file for a work 
permit based on your 

pending asylum 
application

One year deadline for 
filing for asylum

REQUESTING DEFENSIVE ASYLUM: A SUMMARY

Over the river, 
through a port 
of entry, by 
land, etc. 

Enter the 
US

File for work 
permit

Some of you may have 
received a credible fear 
interview, and some of you 
may not have.  Normally these 
interview occur in detention. 
The interview asks why you 
cannot return to your country.. 
Receiving a positive decision 
can be a factor that helps you 
win release from detention. 

Credible Fear 
Interview

Individual 
(merit s) 
hearing Due date 

to appeal 
the judge’s 
decision

30 days after the 
decision of the judge

Not ice to Appear

Master 
calendar 
(preliminary) 
hearing

Master calendar 
(preliminary) 
hearing



Example: 
Notice to Appear

● Charging document.

● Will include date of entry.

● Should include place, date, time 

of firs t hearing.



Example: 
Hearing Notice

● Name and A-number are at the 
top.

● Will s pecify the type of hearing.

● Includes  date, time, and 
location.  

● Can look up next hearing date 
with A-number: 
https :/ / acis .eoir.jus tice.gov/ en/



Depending on where 
you live in the 

country, you can wait 
anywhere from two 
months to over ten 

years for an 
interview (under last 

in, first out policy)

You will have one 
year, from the 
date you entered 
the United States, 
to turn in your 
asylum 
application with 
USCIS

150 days after filing an 
application for asylum, 
you can file for a work 
permit based on your 

pending asylum 
application

One year deadline for 
filing for asylum

REQUESTING AFFIRMATIVE ASYLUM: A SUMMARY

Either with a 
visa or without 
permission

Enter the 
US

File for work 
permit

USCIS 
Asylum 
Interview Grant  OR 

referral to 
immigrat io
n court

Decisions mailed out; 
can also take years



Example: 
Form I-589

● Edition date is  printed at the bottom-left corner.

● Includes  three legal defens es

● 12 pages ; in Englis h and mus t be completed in 
Englis h

● Mus t check box at top if s eeking relief under the 
Convention Agains t Torture (CAT) and mus t identify 
protected ground(s ).

● Acces s  lates t vers ion of form and ins tructions  at: 
https :/ / www.uscis .gov/ i-589



Supporting Evidence 

● Birth, marriage, and death certificates
● Personal statements and witnesses 
● Psychological evaluations
● Medical evaluations 
● Expert country condition reports and letters

All non-English supporting evidence must be  subm itte d  
with Eng lish transla tions.



Wait Times and the Asylum Clock
● Applicants are ineligible for work authorization until their 

I-589 has been pending for 180 days 
● BUT an applicant -caused delay stops the  asylum  clock 
● Applicant-cause d  de lays include

→ Re que sting  m ore  tim e  to find  
an a ttorne y

→ Conte sting  the  charge s on the  NTA 
→ Re fusing  an e xpe d ite d  he aring  date  



Benefits Eligibility
i. Many federal and state benefits are unavailable to 

people before they obtain immigration status 
ii. BUT people should not be afraid of seeking benefits 

for which they are eligible
Haitian/Cuban entrants & Nicaraguan/Venezuelan 

parolees may have additional benefits eligibility 
US citizen children have their own eligibility

iii. Oregon Law Center public benefits hotline is the best 
resource for specific questions

M-Th 1-800 -520-5292
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Home/Hogar  Fund

Climate Change 
Fund





Xiaolin participates in an after-school
program at a CBO in Portland. She is
eligible for DACA; however, she has not
told anyone that she is “undocumented
because she is ashamed. She confides in
a counselor at the CBO.

Liban, who recently lost his job, attends a
support group for Black entrepreneurs
sponsored by a CBO in Central Oregon.
He wants to become a US citizen

Petrona is a 17 year old living with her
son at her aunt’s house in Forest Grove,
Oregon. She is seeking asylum in
immigration court because her mother
was killed by the gangs. If she does not
have her asylum application for her next
hearing, she will be deported.

Araceli was the victim of a sexual assault.
The victims services unit of the District
Attorney’s office in Marion County wants
to get her help with a U-visa.

Francisco was picked up by ICE while
taking his daughter to the bus stop. He is
taken to Tacoma for deportation.

Jose works at a cannery in Hermiston.
ICE sets up a check point outside the
cannery one evening. He is one of 25
workers picked up on their way home. ICE
detains him and intends to deport him
within the next 48 hours. A co-worker
alerts his wife.
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The Referral Shuffle 

“Sorry... 
Navigations to Nowhere

Community members experienced frustration, distrust, 
despair. 







Who is eligible? 

● Oregon resident
● House hold  incom e  of le ss than 200% of the  fe de ral 

pove rty guide line s 
● At risk of de porta tion or c ivic  e xclusion due  to 

im m igration sta tus 



How to access services 
w to access services 

● Call 1-888-274-7292, M-F from 9 AM to 6 PM 
● Applicants are prioritized based on urgency of need 

and wait times 
● Will be navigated into ECO and receive legal services 

throughout the life of their immigration case 



Contact us with questions:

● TK Kapurura – tk.kapurura@multco.us
● Marco Mejia - Marco.MejiaYepez@portlandoregon.gov
● Raquel Barajas - raquel.barajas@multco.us
● Jordan Cunnings – jordan@innovationlawlab.org / deco@equitycorps.org
● Samantha Ratcliffe – sratcliffe@mpdlaw.com
● Isaac Alley – ialley@mpdlaw.com



8- q&a - a ll

Thank you - time for questions and discussions
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